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	Learning Plan Guide: Arts Integration





	Lesson Title:
	Story Development and Adjectives: A Mars-Themed Story Song



	Arts Content Focus:
Music (Songwriting/Composition, Rhythm) integrated with Storytelling
	Non-Arts Content Focus:
English Language Arts (Reading, Literature, Writing, Phonological Awareness, Conventions)




	Lesson at a Glance



	Lesson at a Glance
	Lesson Summary 2-3 sentence lesson “snapshot”:

	
	Over a 9-day residency, students use picture books and creative prompts to generate story ideas, build descriptive-adjective vocabulary, and explore musical elements (rhythm, beats, meter, dynamics, tempo). The class develops a Mars-themed story collaboratively, writes couplets matched to a song’s beat, revises for flow and clarity, and performs their finished story-song as a group.




	Setting the Stage



	Setting the Stage
	Who & Where

	
	Author(s): Richelle Putnam

Cultural Identity of Author(s) — optional: ________________________________

Learning Setting: Classroom

Student Age Range: 1st–2nd Grade

Time Needed: 9-day residency, one hour per class (four classes per day)

	
	Lesson Overview / Context:
This is a 9-day residency. Creative expression through music, storytelling, and language explores ideas, emotions, and imagination while developing rhythm, structure, and collaboration. Steps 1–5 below detail Days 1–5 (introducing ideas/adjectives, generating story ideas, identifying story elements through song, creating a jingle, and exploring syllables/rhythm/meter). Days 6–9 (writing couplets, revising for flow, exploring dynamics/tempo/collaboration, and the final performance) are summarized in Related Resources & Materials below.




	Learning Goals



	Learning Goals
	Big Ideas & Key Concepts What concepts matter most to my students?
	Skills & Thinking Arts and non-arts content standardsor bench-
marks:
	Looking for Learning What will we see and hear that shows student learning?

	
	Big Idea:
Creative expression through music, storytelling, and language explores ideas, emotions, and imagination while developing rhythm, structure, and collaboration.




Key Concepts:
1. Story elements: characters, setting, problem, and solution
1. Descriptive adjectives and emotion words
1. Syllables, rhythm, meter, dynamics, and tempo
1. Couplet structure and revision for flow and clarity

Essential Question:
How can we use descriptive words, rhythm, and collaboration to turn an idea into a story we can sing?



	ARTS STANDARDS
MS Arts Learning Standards for Music (2017), Grades 1–2

MU:Cr1.1.1, MU:Cr1.1.2 — Generate musical ideas for a specific purpose.

MU:Cr2.1.1, MU:Cr2.1.2 — Select and develop musical ideas for the story-song.

MU:Cr3.1.1, MU:Cr3.1.2 — Apply feedback to revise and refine musical ideas.

MU:Pr6.1.1, MU:Pr6.1.2 — Perform the story-song with expression.

MU:Re8.1.1, MU:Re8.1.2 — Interpret musical works that reflect expressive intent.


ACADEMIC STANDARD
MS CCRS for English Language Arts (2025), Grades 1–2

L.1.1.e, f, g — Use verb tense, adjectives, and conjunctions in writing/speaking.

RF.1.2, 2a, 2c, 2d — Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds.

RL.2.4 — Describe how words/phrases supply rhythm and meaning in a story or song.

RL.2.5, RL.2.6 — Describe overall story structure and acknowledge differences in point of view.

W.2.3 — Write narratives recounting a well-elaborated event with descriptive details.


INTEGRATE OBJECTIVE:
Students generate story ideas and descriptive adjectives, then apply syllable and rhythm awareness to write couplets that fit a song’s beat — uniting story structure, language conventions, and musical composition into a single collaborative story-song.





	We will SEE students:
1. Students using picture books and creative prompts to generate story ideas
1. Students clapping and counting beats to identify syllables and rhythm
1. Students using handheld instruments and lyric worksheets in small groups

We will HEAR students:
1. Students brainstorming adjectives and story elements aloud as a class
1. Students singing and clapping along with beats to feel the rhythm of words
1. Students performing their Mars-themed story-song as a group



	Learning with Students — Lesson Step-by-Step



	Time
	Teacher Script & Actions
	Looking for Learning What do you want students to know and do?

	Step 1

 60 min
	Teacher Script & Actions:
Day 1 — Introducing Ideas and Adjectives: Read aloud What Do You Do With an Idea? by Kobi Yamada (illustrated by Mae Besom). Guide students to explore how ideas grow and develop, and introduce adjectives as descriptive words that add meaning to stories and songs.

	Looking for Learning:

Students will SEE:
Students following the picture book and pointing out illustrations that show an idea growing.
Students will HEAR:
Students naming adjectives that describe their own ideas.

	Step 2

 60 min
	Teacher Script & Actions:
Day 2 — Generating Ideas for Stories: Read A Squiggly Story by Andrew Larsen (illustrated by Mike Lowery). Guide students to brainstorm and expand on ideas to create a class story about a boy traveling to Mars, practicing with adjectives to make the story more vivid.
	Looking for Learning:

Students will SEE:
Students adding details to a class chart as the Mars story idea takes shape.

Students will HEAR:
Students offering adjectives and plot ideas for the boy’s journey to Mars.


	Step 3 

60 min

	Teacher Script & Actions:
Day 3 — Identifying Story Elements through Song: Sing and analyze the story structure of “The Itsy Bitsy Spider” (referenced by title, not reproduced). Guide students to brainstorm elements for their Mars-themed story, identifying characters, settings, goals, and obstacles.

	Looking for Learning:

Students will SEE:
Students sorting story-element cards (character, setting, goal, obstacle) for the Mars story.

Students will HEAR:
Students singing the familiar song together and identifying its story structure aloud.

	Step 4

 60 min
	Teacher Script & Actions:
Day 4 — Creating a Jingle and Connecting Music with Storytelling: Guide students to revise a simple jingle to fit the Mars-themed story, practicing descriptive adjectives and exploring how music helps tell a story.

	Looking for Learning:

Students will SEE:
Students revising jingle lyrics on the Daily PowerPoint Lesson slide together.
Students will HEAR:
Students singing the revised jingle and explaining how music helps tell their story.

	Step 5 

60 min
	Teacher Script & Actions:
Day 5 — Understanding Syllables, Rhythm, and Meter: Using the quarter note visual and handheld instruments, guide students to learn how syllables create beats and how beats form rhythm and meter in songs by practicing clapping and counting beats.
	Looking for Learning:

Students will SEE:
Students clapping along to the quarter note visual and counting syllables on their fingers.
Students will HEAR:
Students clapping and counting beats aloud, then describing how beats form a rhythm.



	Related Resources & Materials



	Materials Needed:

1. What Do You Do With an Idea? by Kobi Yamada, illustrated by Mae Besom
1. A Squiggly Story by Andrew Larsen, illustrated by Mike Lowery
1. Songs: “The Itsy Bitsy Spider” and “Brown Bear, Brown Bear” (referenced by title; lyrics not reproduced)
1. Handheld instruments; lyric worksheets; quarter note visual
1. Music vocabulary words; adjective vocabulary words; Daily PowerPoint Lesson
1. Recording device for the final performance (Day 9)

Extension Resources:
Days 6–9 of the Residency: Day 6 — Writing Couplets and Matching Syllables to Beats: students create couplets for the Mars story using ten syllables per line, focusing on rhythm, rhyme, and descriptive/emotional language. Day 7 — Practicing Revision: students revise their couplets to improve rhythm, syllable count, word choice, and overall flow. Day 8 — Exploring Dynamics, Tempo, and Collaboration: students adjust the song using dynamics and tempo, practice performing with expression, and assign roles for effective collaboration. Day 9 — Performing the Final Story-Song: students rehearse and perform their Mars-themed story song, demonstrating their understanding of story structure, rhythm, and collaborative creativity.

See the full Learning Targets (“I Can” Statements) and Essential Academic Vocabulary list in the original LMSA Residency Plan Template for day-by-day student-facing goals.




	After Teaching — Reflection on Learning



	Reflection on Learning What did students say and do to show learning? Where were students successful? What were some barriers and challenges?
	Next Steps How will you celebrate student successes? How will you address identified barriers and challenges?

	What did students say and do to show learning?


	How will you celebrate successes and address barriers?





	Standards Alignment Summary



	Arts Standards Addressed
	Academic Standards Addressed

	1. MU:Cr1.1.1, MU:Cr1.1.2
1. MU:Cr2.1.1, MU:Cr2.1.2, MU:Cr3.1.1, MU:Cr3.1.2
1. MU:Pr6.1.1, MU:Pr6.1.2
1. MU:Re8.1.1, MU:Re8.1.2
	1. L.1.1.e, f, g
1. RF.1.2, 2a, 2c, 2d
1. RL.2.4, RL.2.5, RL.2.6
1. W.2.3

	Integrated Objective:
Over the 9-day residency, students will generate and develop story ideas, build descriptive-adjective vocabulary, explore musical elements (rhythm, beats, meter, dynamics, tempo), and apply syllable awareness to write and revise couplets that fit a song’s beat — culminating in a collaboratively performed Mars-themed story-song.
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